Legal Update
• 60+ lawmakers representing

majorities from both chambers of
the Colorado legislature, and the
Colorado Energy Office on behalf
of Governor Polis, asked the
Commission to give DMEA a just
exit charge from Tri-State.
“We are humbled by and
greatly appreciate the
overwhelming support we
have received.”
- Jasen Bronec, DMEA CEO

• On February 14, the PUC ruled
that it has jurisdiction. It should
rule on the reasonable and
non-discriminatory exit charge in
August.
“This is a significant ruling
and confirms that no
wholesale electricity supplier,
not even Tri-State, is above
the law.”
- Jasen Bronec, DMEA CEO

• On February 22 and 26 the
Commission and DMEA filed
motions to dismiss a separate
Tri-State lawsuit against DMEA
in Adams County as improper
under Colorado law.

Growing Support for DMEA
Delta-Montrose Electric Association
(DMEA) filed a complaint against its
wholesale power supplier, Tri-State G&T,
on December 6, 2018, with the Public
Utilities Commission. In our complaint
we asked the Commission to assert
jurisdiction over Tri-State and set a just,
reasonable and non-discriminatory exit
charge for DMEA to exit from Tri-State.
This complaint follows more than a
decade of DMEA attempting to affect
positive change within Tri-State: changes
that would stabilize rates, changes that
would allow for more local renewable
generation, and changes that would have
helped Tri-State evolve with the energy
industry. However, our efforts were in
vain. Finally, in November 2016, we
officially requested to exercise our right to
exit from Tri-State for a fair price.
After two years of failed attempts to
negotiate a non-discriminatory charge,
DMEA has sought the help of the
Commission.
Since our filing in December, DMEA has
received overwhelming support from
diverse individuals and organizations.
We are humbled and encouraged by the
support. We believe this positive feedback
shows the level of support we have in
making sure rural Coloradans have access
to less expensive and more diverse locally
generated power.

Sincere Thanks
to Our Supporters
61 members of the Colorado General
Assembly, including all of our local
legislators:
Senator Don Coram
Senator Kerry Donovan
Representative Marc Catlin
Representative Julie McCluskie
Representative Matt Soper
The Colorado Energy Office
(on behalf of Governor Polis)
More than 50 individual DMEA members
from Montrose, Cedaredge, Hotchkiss,
Crawford, and Paonia.
Delta County Economic Development
United Power
LaPlata Electric Association
Colorado Ski Country
The City of Durango
The Independence Institute
Solar Energy International
The Sierra Club
The WildEarth Guardians
CO Communities for Climate Action
Clean Slate Energy
Pivot Energy

11925 6300 Rd., Montrose, CO | PO Box 910 | 877.687.3632 | www.dmea.com
DMEA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Getting to Know DMEA

Key Dates
PUC Filing
February 14, 2019 – The Commission
confirmed its jurisdiction to rule on
DMEA’s exit charge from Tri-State and
denied Tri-State’s motion to dismiss.
March 15 – May 29, 2019 –The
Commission will review testimony and
evidence from DMEA and Tri-State
about the exit charge.
June 17 – 21, 2019 – The Commission
will hold an evidentiary hearing about
the exit charge.
August 19, 2019 – The Commission
will issue its decision.

Delta-Montrose Electric Association
(DMEA) is a not-for-profit, memberowned electric cooperative founded
in 1938 and headquartered in
Montrose, Colorado. DMEA provides
power to more than 28,000 houses
and businesses.

In 2016, we energized the largest (at
the time) low-income community
solar array in the country. With the
volunteer help of our members,
our employees, and others in our
community, we built the array
ourselves!

We generate 5% of our power locally
through a system of hydroelectric
power plants and community solar
arrays. We would like to generate
more local renewable power, but are
limited by our current power supply
contract with Tri-State. In fact, we
were the first cooperative in the TriState system to reach our 5% cap on
self-generation.

Self-determination, local control,
local generation, and stabilized rates
are important to our members which
is why we are trying to exercise our
right to exit Tri-State and pursue
alternative power supply options.
Thank you for your support of and
interest in the steps we are taking to
best serve our communities.

September 9, 2019 – Application
for rehearing, re-arguments, or
reconsideration are due for any party
believing that the Commission’s
decision is wrong.
October 9, 2019 – The Commission
issues a final decision, if necessary.

Adams County Lawsuit
February 22, 2019 - The Commission
filed a motion to intervene and
dismiss an Adams County lawsuit
filed by Tri-State.
February 26, 2019 - DMEA filed a
motion to dismiss the Adams County
lawsuit filed by Tri-State.

DMEA’s Drop 5 hydro plant along the South Canal in Montrose County, Colorado.
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