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MINUTES OF THE 2020 
DELTA-MONTROSE ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP  

ANNUAL MEETING 
 

THURSDAY, JUNE 18, 2020  

3:00 p.m. 

 

 Welcome and Call to Order. Board President William Patterson welcomed the 

membership to the eighty-second Annual Meeting of Members of Delta-Montrose 

Electric Association (DMEA). On account of COVID-19, this was DMEA’s first-ever 

virtual annual meeting. Patterson introduced DMEA’s Chief Technical Officer, Kent 

Blackwell, to review the technical aspects associated with an annual meeting in virtual 

format. Mr. Blackwell also introduced those individuals visible on the virtual meeting 

from the Board and executive staff. President Patterson then officially called the DMEA 

2020 annual meeting to order.    

Invocation. Director Chris Hauck delivered the invocation.  

Pledge of Allegiance. The pledge of allegiance was delivered electronically. 

Quorum Report/Reading of Official Notice. DMEA Board Secretary/Treasurer, 

Brad Harding, presented the quorum report. He announced a quorum was present to 

elect directors and conduct business. Harding noted the membership received 

notification of the annual meeting date at least six months prior to the meeting, and then 

confirmed that the specific meeting details and participation information were sent via 

U.S. Mail on May 28, 2020, to each member.   
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Introduction of Current Board Members. President Patterson, representative 

for District 1, then introduced his fellow DMEA Board Directors: 

 Kyle Martinez, District 2 

 Brad Harding, District 3 

 Kenneth (Ken) Watson, District 4 

 Leslie (Chris) Hauck, District 5  

 Damon Lockhart, District 6 

 Enno Heuscher, District 7 

 John (Jock) Fleming, South Region 

 Stacia Cannon, North Region  

 

Introduction of Candidates. President Patterson then introduced the 2020 

candidates for the DMEA Board of Directors, noting all candidates are running 

unopposed: 

 District 6: Mr. Damon Lockhart 

 District 7: Ms. Stacia Cannon 

 North Region: Dr. Enno Heuscher 

 

Board Elections. DMEA’s General Counsel, Jeffrey Hurd, reviewed the 2020 

Annual Meeting election process. While DMEA ordinarily mails election ballots to all of 

its members, DMEA Bylaws permit voice votes at the annual meeting in uncontested 

elections. Given this year’s virtual meeting format, the vote would occur via the Zoom 

application’s polling feature. All candidates for each of the three uncontested races 

would appear in a single polling question. Mr. Hurd then asked Mr. Blackwell to open 
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the poll to the membership. The poll was closed one minute later, and Mr. Blackwell 

displayed the poll results: 98% of the voting members cast their votes to re-elect Damon 

Lockhart for District 6, Enno Heuscher for District 7, and Stacia Cannon for North 

Region. There were no opposing votes, and 2% of those members in attendance 

abstained from voting. Hurd congratulated Lockhart, Heuscher, and Cannon on their re-

election to the DMEA Board.  

President’s Report. President Patterson then delivered his President’s report, 

focusing primarily on the state of Elevate, DMEA’s wholly owned fiber subsidiary. 

Patterson thanked the membership for its support of Elevate and for the buildout of fiber 

infrastructure within the DMEA service territory, highlighting key metrics relating to 

Elevate and the services provided to Elevate customers through fiber that also benefits 

DMEA’s electrical distribution system. Patterson also noted the importance of high-

speed internet during the COVID-19 pandemic to connect businesses to the outside 

world, employees to their businesses, and students to education.   

CEO Report. CEO Jasen Bronec then delivered his report on the state of DMEA. 

Bronec began by noting that DMEA is not a government entity, but rather a member-

owned cooperative. Bronec highlighted key figures for DMEA, including high member 

satisfaction scores, number of employees, total meters, annual revenue, number of net 

metered accounts, and miles of power lines. Mr. Bronec also addressed DMEA’s 

anticipated July 1, 2020 separation from current wholesale power supplier, Tri-State 

Generation & Transmission Association, and DMEA’s impending transition to Guzman 
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Energy as its power supplier. Bronec noted the significance of this change and DMEA’s 

goals of rate stabilization, increased local renewable energy, and rate flexibility to foster 

economic development. Wholesale rates are critical for DMEA as they comprise 65% of 

DMEA’s annual costs.  Diminishing load, including the loss of two coal mines in the last 

several years and the impending closure of Russell Stover (DMEA’s second largest 

load) at the end of August 2020, present ongoing challenges for the cooperative but 

also opportunities. Bronec then discussed the partnership with Guzman Energy, noting 

it shares DMEA’s vision for the future and highlighting key parts of the power supply 

agreement DMEA has with Guzman. Concluding his presentation, Bronec thanked the 

dedicated staff who were critical in making the transition to Guzman Energy a reality 

and the guidance and focus of the Board on this goal.  

Member Comments and Questions. Mr. Bronec then announced that the 

meeting would move to member comments and questions. Questions would include 

those submitted via e-mail prior to the annual meeting and live questions (submitted via 

the Zoom Q&A function). Chief Operating Officer, Virginia Harman, moderated the 

member comments and questions section of the meeting, directing the questions to the 

appropriate staff or Board Directors to address.  

Among the topics addressed by DMEA Board and staff in response to members 

comments and questions were:  

 DMEA’s acquisition of transmission assets from Tri-State and whether it 

implicated NERC CIP compliance; 
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 DMEA’s anticipated costs for transmission going forward; 

 Elevate-related service questions and the status of certain buildouts; 

 Broadband grants; 

 Renewable energy projects; 

 Local generation opportunities with Guzman Energy, and Guzman’s 

expectation that at least 40% of the energy it supplies DMEA will come 

from renewable resources; 

 Guzman Energy’s power supply mix, including whether some of its energy 

would be sourced from coal; 

 Grid security; 

 Rebates for oxygen machines; and 

 Guzman’s fixed price contract, Guzman’s payment of the $62.5 million exit 

charge, and whether the contract includes transmission costs.  

Confirmation of No Unfinished Business. President Patterson confirmed there 

was no unfinished business to be addressed at the annual meeting.  

Door Prizes. Door prizes were provided to the membership courtesy of DMEA. 

The first 20 members who registered received a $50 gift card to a local restaurant. 

Additional door prizes were awarded to recipients chosen at random from those in 

attendance at the meeting. Director Martinez read off the names of the winners, noting 

the gift cards would be mailed to the members next week. It was also noted if the 

member’s name on their Zoom account differed from that of their DMEA account, they 
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needed to contact questions@dmea.com to notify staff so the gift card would be mailed 

to the correct location.   

At this time, Martinez informed to President Patterson that the Board was 

prepared to adjourn the meeting. Patterson agreed, stating if the membership had any 

additional questions, they could e-mail questions@dmea.com.  

Patterson concluded by thanking the membership for attending the 2020 annual 

meeting.  

Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 3:54 p.m.  

 

_________________________________ 
Bradley R. Harding, Secretary/Treasurer 
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